


                                                   MINUTES 
                  OF THE FOULNESS ISLAND PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
                           HELD AT THE LODGE FARM STAFF PREMISES, FOULNESS ISLAND 
 (Courtesy of the Belton Bros Ltd)
                                                                    ON WEDNESDAY 13th MAY 2026.
1. 26-27 	  	Election of Chairman for 2026-2027. 	7.08 pm                                   
 i		To receive nominations for the post of Chairman.
		Councillors: Mr G Bickford supported by Mrs F Giles nominated Mrs E Pitts for the Post of Chairman for 26-27.
 ii		The Chairman Mrs E Pitts signed the statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2. 26-27 	  To Record the Members and Public Present:             				 
		 Councillor (Chairman) Mrs E Pitts, 
[bookmark: _Hlk140125811]	 Parish Councillors: Mr G Bickford, Mrs F Giles and Mr A Holyland. 
	 Essex & Ward Councillor: None.
		 Ward Councillors:  None.
	 QinetiQ representative: Ms Nicki Uden.
	 Members of the Public:   Mr and Mrs P Carr and Cllr Mr D Efde.
	 The Parish Clerk: Mr B Summerfield.
3. 26-27 	  	Apologies and reasons for absence:      
i		To be received by the Clerk only in person via: email, letter and telephone.
ii		To record the council decision on absence: 
		Ward Councillor apologies: Mrs Jo McPherson.
4. 26-27 	  	Parish Council Co-option Vacancies:
	    The applicant Mr Dan Efde received and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as a Foulness 
	    Island Parish Councillor and completed his Declaration of Interests.
5. 26-27 	  	Election of Vice-chairman.
i	To receive nominations for the post of Vice Chairman.
		Councillors: Mrs E Pitts supported by Mr D Efde nominated Mrs F Giles for the Post of Vice Chairman for 26-27.
ii		The Vice Chairman Mrs F Giles signed the statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
6. 26-27 	  	Declarations of Interests 
		To receive Councillors Declaration of Interests:     None.
7. 26-27 	  	The Clerk’s Role:
i		Resolved the Clerk role as the Proper Officer, Responsible Financial Officer, Data Protection Officer and the 
		Receiving Officer responsible for Dispensations.
ii		Proposed by Councillors: Mrs E Pitts, seconded by Mr A Holyland and agreed by all.
8. 26-27 	  	Dispensations   (relevant provision is s.33 of the Localism Act 2011)
		The Clerk received Councillor Mr D Efde requests for dispensations re: Financial matters as local 
		council tax payers inc: the Precept.
		Councillors Mr D Efde completed his request form.
9. 26-27 	Public Forum: ( 5 min per person only )
	Councillors, Guests, visiting Ward/County Councillors and questions from members of the public:  
	QQ representative Ms N Uden reported: 19-21st May will be early starts – the water shut-downs by Severn 
	Trent notices to residents, did not happen but will in due course – oversize loads to happen on 
	18th June from Landwick to Shelford and return – questions from residents on grass cutting were 
	discussed – post box lockers located at the Landwick gate were discussed – questions on why a power 
	cut was allowed on Election Day.
10. 26-27 	Insurance:      
	i        A copy of the insurance was previously circulated and agreed by the Council.
	ii        Agreed to research competitive Insurance quotations next year.
11. 26-27 	Model Code of Conduct:      
	Agreed:   Councillors to view on the website the details of the document for the next meeting.
12. 26-27 	Standing Orders:         	 
	Agreed:   Councillors to view on the website the details of the document for the next meeting.
13. 26-27 	Financial regulations: 	 
	Agreed:   Councillors to view on the website the details of the document for the next meeting.
14. 26-27 	Assets List: 	 
	Agreed:   Councillors to view on the website the details of the document for the next meeting.
15. 26-27 	The Council Risk Assessment: 	 
	Agreed:   Councillors to view on the website the details of the document for the next meeting.
16. 26-27 	The Council IT Policy:
	Agreed:   Councillors to view on the website the details of the document for the next meeting.
17. 26-27 	‘Parish Online’ .gov.uk update:
	The latest from Parish Online gave the new website as www.foulnessislsnd-pc.gov.uk 
	The Council agreed to go with the £25 nett fee for managing the old website transfer of information.
	Following £25 fees to be checked when next invoiced.
18. 26-27 	To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the 15th April 2026.
		The Minutes were Resolved agreed.
		Proposed by Councillors: Mr A Holyland, seconded by Mr G Bickford and agreed by all.		
 		The Chairman duly signed the Minutes as a correct record.
19. 26-27 	Matters Arising from the Minutes: 	(Not on the Agenda)   
	    Items:		None
20. 26-27 	Planning consultations:	26/000…./FUL   None
[bookmark: _Hlk197938489][bookmark: _Hlk197934471]21. 26-27 	The Internal Audit Report/AGAR Form 2 - 2025-26:  
i     		The items below were discussed and signed to complete: 
		i	The Clerk read the conclusions of J P Watkins & Co (the Internal Auditors) Report, to the Council.
		ii	The Clerk read the Exemption Certificate declaration (Page 3, AGAR 2025-26).
			The Clerk and Chairman signed to complete.
		iii	The Clerk read the Internal Audit report (Page 4, AGAR 2025-26).
		iv	The Clerk introduced The Section 1, The Annual Governance Statement (Page 5, AGAR 2025-26).
			The Clerk and Chairman signed to complete.
		v	The Clerk introduced The Section 2, the Accounting Statements 25-26 (Page 6, AGAR 2025-26)
			The Clerk and Chairman signed to complete.
.		vi	To record that all AGAR 2025-26 documents and the Cash Book 25-26 will be available on the PC website.
		vii	The Publication of the Public Rights to view the Accounts were displayed before the meeting.
22. 26-27 	Finance:
I	 	To receive the FIPC Financial and Co-op Bank Statements ending 13th May 2026.
ii		The above financial statement balances were agreed by Councillors: Mrs E Pitts and Mrs F Giles.
[bookmark: _Hlk193173436]iii	 To receive the Gallagher 26-27 Insurance renewal invoice at £ 520.57.
iv	 To receive the ROSPA Play Area inspection invoice May 2026 @ £ 99.60.
v	 To receive Mr J Watson’s Internal Audit Invoice for the Foulness Island AGAR 2025-26 @ £197.50.
vi	 To record the RCCE, Annual Subscription 2026-27	@ £ 61.80.
vii	 To record the EALC, Annual Subscription 2026-27	@ £ 77.97.
viii	 To record the transfer payments May 2026 re: the Clerk’s Salary @ £190.18.
ix	 The Foulness Island Parish Council Co-operative Bank accounts:
	      1)       Business Account Balance:			15/04/2026			£   839.28.
			CREDITS:     	None.
			DEBITS:		None.   			
			Business Account Balance:		   	13/05/2026			£   839.28.
						--------------------------------------------------------
    		 2)	Community Direct Plus Account Balance:	           	15/04/2026			£4,210.54.                		                CREDITS: 
			None
			DEBITS:		
[bookmark: _Hlk193446458]		29/04/26 	RCCE 		Annual Subscription 2026-27	@ £  61.80. 
		29/04/26 	EALC 		Annual Subscription 2026-27	@ £  77.97.  
		07/05/26	B Summerfield	Clerk’s Salary			@ £190.18.
										 ………………	£   329.95.
		Community Direct Plus Account Balance:	           	13/05/2026			£3,880.59.
x		The above copies of receipts of income, payments and transfers were ratified by the Council and
     	    co-signed by councillors: Mrs E Pitts and Mrs F Giles.
xi		Resolved all ratified Credits and Payments, auditing/financial statements, donations, receipts and 
		Bank transfers.	
	  	Proposed by Councillors: Mrs E Pitts seconded by Mr A Holyland and agreed by all.
23. 26-27 	Correspondence:
i		To receive the QQ ‘Foulness Residents’ Updates: April/May 2026.
ii		To receive the ‘Foulness Island Newsletter’ of May 2026.
iii	    The printed publications and General Information received by the Clerk are available on demand.
24. 26-27 	The Parish Council Burial Ground:    
		None.
25. 26-27 	Streetlights: 	  
		Councillor reports: None.
26. 26-27 	Highways:	
	    Councillor reports: None.
27. 26-27 	Websites update:	 (www.foulnessisland-pc.gov.uk)
		The websites to be further updated with the inclusion of this meetings’ information.
28. 26-27 	Next Agenda Items from Councillors:    for the next Agenda and exchange of information only.
	     Items:  None.
29. 26-27 	The next Foulness Island Parish Council Meeting:    
     	   	Agreed:	     WEDNESDAY 15th July 2026			        

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.20 pm.


10th July 2026                                                 B. Summerfield, (Foulness Island Parish Council Clerk/RFO)
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